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U. S. COMMISSIONER OF EDUCATION STUDEBAKER
PREDICTS;
Returning prosperity will bring further recovery by American schools of
ground lost during the depression. Restoration of real estate values and improvement in price levels has gone far toward wiping out the epidemic of closed schools.
Further decrease in enrolment in elementary schools due to decreasing birth
rate, but not as great as during the previous year.
Repeal of teacher oath laws in many states due to the increasing public
recognition that such laws constitute a threat to academic freedom and hence
American democracy.
Additional opportunities in vocational education for training of skilled workers to meet the needs of changes in industry.
Better training and more placement for the physically handicapped and
disabled due to the increase in funds for vocational rehabilitation through the
Social Security legislation.
Considerable handicap to the private educational institutions depending on
endowments due to decrease in rates of interest on bonds.
Much greater use of radio in the service of education due to the practical
steps for co-operation between broadcasters and educators.
Better school buildings and facilities, stimulated by PWA grants and loans.
Further restoration of teacher salaries to pre-depression levels, with a
restoration of pre-depression promotion schedules.
Wider extension of education in the CCC, with achievement of the goal of a
schoolhouse in every camp.
A tremendous increase in civic education for voting citizens through the
increase in public forums and discussion groups under public and private auspices.
Fewer illiterates due to the efforts of the WPA adult education projects.
An increase in college and university enrolments due in part to the assistance
given needy students by NY A. This will also influence high school enrolments.
Continued expansion of what is probably the fastest developing field of
American education—the junior college movement.
Further consolidation of rural schools in the interest of economy and better
quality of educational opportunity.

